
College Athletics 
Academic Requirements



NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION



Requirements:
● A student-athlete must be a graduate of a high school with an academic diploma, general 

education diploma or a state department of education approved high school equivalency test.
● Must be an amateur



ACT-18  or  SAT-970

Must make account at 
PlayNAIA.org

$100

**Can receive Early Decision!

**Okay to wait until Senior
 year to register

https://www.playnaia.org/








Classes taken at CUSD Jr. 
Highs DO NOT count towards 
credit for NCAA eligibility (Jr. 
High credits do not count 
towards high school credit in 
CUSD).

If you took your first year 
of language in Junior 
High, you must take 
another NCAA elective 
in High School to be 
eligible. Talk to Ms. 
Clifford for more info

Languages taken in Jr 
High still count for 
college admissions





**Can receive Early Decision!











GRADES MATTER!!

*same for 
NJCAA and 

NAIA



End of 10th grade
End of 11th grade

End of 12th grade

GRADES MATTER!!



https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


**Freshmen, Sophomores



**Sophomores being recruited, Juniors, Seniors

for athletic aid.







Issues 
athletic aid



**Conduct yourself in 
a positive manner in 
class, practices and 
games, at home, and 
in your community 
and online.









GRADES MATTER!!



NAIA awards over $800 million in 
athletic scholarships to 
student-athletes competing at 
NAIA institutions each year. 
While NAIA athletes have the 
potential of receiving full-ride 
scholarships, many NAIA athletic 
scholarships are only partial 
awards, leaving leftover financial 
need in many cases. NAIA 
athletic scholarships are 
equivalency scholarships, 
meaning coaches can divide up 
their scholarship budget between 
multiple athletes.

NJCAA Division I colleges may 
offer full athletic scholarships a 
maximum of tuition, fees, room 
and board, course related 
books, up to $250 in course 
required supplies, and 
transportation costs one time 
per academic year to and from 
the college by direct route. 
Division II colleges are limited 
to awarding tuition, fees, course 
related books, and up to $250 
in course required supplies. 
Division III institutions may 
provide no athletically related 
financial assistance.

NCAA Divisions I and II 
schools provide more than 
$3.6 billion in athletics 
scholarships annually to more 
than 180,000 student-athletes. 
Division III schools do not offer 
athletics scholarships. Many 
scholarships are only partial. 
The chance of getting a full 
athletic scholarship depends 
on the program. Only 58% of 
Division I athletes receive 
some form of financial aid, 
ranging from a book 
scholarship to a “full ride.” The 
amount is slightly higher in 
Division II at 67%.

Academic scholarships can fill 
the tuition costs that athletic 
scholarships do not cover

GRADES MATTER!!

NCAA DI scholarship/roster size changes will potentially start in the 
25-26 year, affecting athletic scholarship amounts for all sports. This 
may have a major impact on recruiting.



Questions?

Randee Clifford
NCAA counselor
clifford.randee@cusd80.com
480-424-8129

Contact Information

Casteel Resource Page


